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Earth Day, 2008: Save the Earth! 
Take Over the Corporations 


We are accustomed to think of global 
warming as serious, but not that serious. 
The powers that be say individual recy¬ 
cling and ’’sustainable” living, along 
with a corporate-led ’’green revolution” 
will save the Earth. In fact, nothing 
could be farther from the truth. The 
problem of global 
warming is so 
mammoth and so 
entangled with the 
crisis of capitalism, 
that it cannot be 
solved by individ¬ 
ual action, nor by 
corporate America. 

It can only be 
solved by society 
taking over the cor¬ 
porations. We must 
examine the root 
cause of the envi¬ 
ronmental crisis to 
see why. 

Global warming 
is caused by a con¬ 
centration of green¬ 
house gases in the 
atmosphere, emit¬ 
ted primarily by the 
burning of fossil fu¬ 
els and the clearing 
of forests. Over the earth's history, the 
amount of energy sent from the sun to 
the earth was about the same as the 
amount of energy radiated back into 
space and the temperature of the earth's 
surface remained essentially constant. 

What has changed is that as green¬ 
house gases trap the heat in the atmos¬ 
phere, the earth gets warmer, which 
melts the polar ice. Since there is less 
ice, the earth becomes even warmer. 
The hotter the earth, the more the ice 
melts. The more the ice melts, the more 
the sea level rises. Now there are pre¬ 
dictions of deadly heat waves and 
floods that threaten the world's coastal 
cities, of agricultural regions becoming 


deserts, and of a huge section of hu¬ 
manity dying over the next 50 or 100 
years. So it is a constantly escalating, 
increasingly dangerous process. Scien¬ 
tists say the earth could soon pass into a 
morbid fever. Once it starts, it will be ir¬ 
reversible. Clearly, human civilization 


is in danger. 

Only Public Ownership Can Save 
Civilization 

We must achieve a rapid move away 
from fossil-fuel-powered society. This 
will require that the masses of people 
take over the corporations and run them 
in the interests of humanity. Why? 

One, because capitalism, a system 
where private interests supersede public 
interests, in the name of profits is wan¬ 
tonly destroying the earth, drowning the 
people in poverty, and entangling the 
world in war and violence. Global 
warming cannot be solved apart from 
who rules the planet. 

Two, the capitalists cannot change 


fundamentally, because if they did, their 
whole house of cards would come 
apart. The rules of the market economy 
are that if you take measures to protect 
the environment at the expense of prof¬ 
it, you will be taken over by corpora¬ 
tions who have no such concerns. 

Three, the fundamental 
problem is that socially 
necessary production, such 
as energy, is privately 
owned and distributed only 
for profit. The huge energy 
consortiums don't give a 
hoot about our welfare be¬ 
cause they can’t. They have 
trillions of dollars invested 
in a global fossil fuel ener¬ 
gy financial infrastructure, 
that was developed in the 
past industrial period. They 
are not about to change it 
unless it becomes profitable 
to do so. Only the masses 
of people can bring about 
change in the interests of 
humanity. 

The people themselves 
are capable of rapidly in¬ 
venting and implementing 
the solutions to sustain the 
Earth. For one thing, ener¬ 
gy can be tapped from many sources. 
There are already proposals to power 
communities from the Sun. New cars 
are being invented that will be powered 
by compressed air. Yet no proposal will 
be implemented on a scale that is need¬ 
ed, as rapidly as is needed, until society 
takes over the corporations and devel¬ 
ops a planned global economy with the 
interests of humanity, not profits, at the 
forefront. Our choice is the consolida¬ 
tion of the power of the corporations 
over society — and the possible end of 
civilization — or consolidating the pow¬ 
er of society over the exploiters. 


The People’s Tribune is devoted to the 
proposition that an economic system that 
can’t or won’t feed, clothe and house its 
people ought to be and will be changed. 
To that end, this paper is a tribune of the 
people. It is the voice of millions 
struggling for survival. It strives to 
educate politically those millions on the 
basis of their own experience. It is a 
tribune to bring them together, to create 
a vision of a better world, and a strategy 
to achieve it. 

We find ourselves at a historic moment 
as labor-replacing technology leads us 
on a path toward the decisive 
reconstruction of society. Who will win — 
the capitalists or the growing mass of 
poor — will depend on winning the 
hearts and minds of the people to create 
a society whose fruits benefit all. 

We offer our pages as a vehicle for the 
new ideas rooted in our reality, and to be 
the voice of those who seek to raise the 
consciousness of society. Let us gather 
our collective experience, intelligence and 
commitment to bring forth a vision that 
changes America into a society “by the 
people, of the people, for the people.” 

PEOPLE’S TRIBUNE EDITORIAL POLICY: 

Articles that are unsigned, such as the 
front page and editorials, reflect the 
views of the editorial board. Bylined 
articles reflect the views of the authors, 
and may or may not reflect the views of 
the editorial board. 

Deadlines for articles and art: The 
deadline for articles, photographs and 
other art is the first of each month for the 
issue that comes out at the beginning of 
the following month. For example, the 
deadline for the June issue is May 1. 
Articles should be as short as possible, 
and no longer than 600 words. We 
reserve the right to edit articles to 
conform to space limitations. 

People’s Tribune Editor: Bob Lee 

Editorial Staff: Bob Brown, Nelson 
Peery, Sandra Reid, Cliff Bailey 

Photo Editor: Daymon J. Hartley 

People’s Tribune, P.O. Box 3524, 

Chicago, Illinois, 60654 

e-mail: info@peoplestribune.org 

Phone: 773-486-3551 

Fax: 773-486-3552 

web: www.peoplestribune.org 

Publisher: People’s Tribune 
ISSN# 1081-4787 

REACH US AT: 

Chicago 

773-486-3551 

Atlanta 

lrnaatlanta@comcast.net 

Detroit 

313-438-6115 

Oakland 
P.O. Box 22084 
Oakland, Ca 94623 
lrna_oakland@hotmail.com 


Why Revolutionaries Need a Press 

From the Editors 

We are sometimes asked “Why do revolutionaries need a press?” The answer has to do with this moment in history. Peo¬ 
ple are struggling just to get the basic necessities of life. Historical forces beyond anyone's control have set the stage for a new 
society to be built, but from this point on, how things turn out depends on what people think. This means that those of us who 
are seeking fundamental change are engaged in a battle of ideas, a struggle to win the hearts and minds of the people. If we 
don't raise the consciousness of the people and unite them around a vision of a better world and a strategy to achieve it, then 
we'll fail in our effort to build a just and free society. To win the battle of ideas, we need a press. 

Visit us on the web at www.peoplestribune.org 
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The Jobs Aren’t Coming Back: 
We Have to Chart a New Course 



American Axle strike, Detroit Michigan, March 2008. 


The economic crisis that is steadily engulfing our 
country is getting broader and deeper. This is not just 
another recession. The market economy system is run¬ 
ning out of steam. The temporary “fixes” that have 
been used over the past 30 years to patch up the capi¬ 
talist economy and keep it going no longer work. 
Now, only fundamental change that addresses the un¬ 
derlying problem will get us out of this mess. 

What is the underlying problem? While the corpo¬ 
rate press talks of the bursting housing bubble and the 
subprime mortgage mess “spreading to the broader 
economy,” this is only a symptom of the problem. At 
the root of the crisis is the way a market or capitalist 
economy really works. 

It works through workers selling their ability to 
work - their labor power - to a capitalist in return for 
wages. That labor power creates more economic value 
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than it consumes - this is the source of profit. The 
capitalist owns what the worker produces and sells it 
to get his profit. The “market” that the capitalist sells 
to consists of businesses and workers that have money 
to spend. The basic problem is, the market is being de¬ 
stroyed because advancing technology is replacing 
workers and wiping out jobs and whole industries. As 
more workers compete for fewer jobs, wages fall for 
those who still have jobs. Technology, combined with 
globalization, also means millions of jobs can be 
shipped overseas, so workers in one country are com¬ 
peting for jobs with workers all over the world. 

The result? A new class of dispossessed workers - 
permanently unemployed, or with only temporary, 
low-paying jobs - is being created and is moving 
steadily toward becoming the majority. Workers will 
little or no money cannot consume. This destroys the 


market for what is produced, and the market economy 
begins to fail. This is the foundation of the crisis we 
see developing now. 

Until now, the crisis has been averted. For about the 
past 30 years, the US economy has been propped up 
with borrowed money. Workers and homeowners 
have borrowed on their credit cards and against their 
homes. Banks, investors, industrial firms and the US 
government have borrowed from foreign investors 
and governments. The US today relies on $2 billion a 
day from abroad to finance investment. 

The periodic recessions and other economic crises 
that have developed have been temporarily solved 
with more borrowed money. But sooner or later the 
loans have to be repaid. And now everyone involved 
is out of options. Unemployed and impoverished 
workers can’t pay. Without buyers, businesses can’t 
sell what they make, and now they can’t pay. Seeing 
this, bankers and other lenders are pulling back. Cred¬ 
it is drying up. 

The US “Rust Belt” - the former industrial heart¬ 
land - tells the story. Look at Michigan, for example, 
where auto layoffs and buyouts continue, and 400,000 
jobs have been lost since 2000. 

The jobs aren’t coming back, and new “New Deal”- 
style government programs won’t solve the problem. 
It does no good to put money in the hands of workers 
who will never again have jobs. Once the money is 
spent, we’re right back where we started. During the 
Great Depression, it wasn’t Roosevelt’s New Deal 
programs that ended the Depression, but World War 
II, which put everybody back to work. But today, the 
military industries and modern warfare are so auto¬ 
mated, even another world war won’t put many peo¬ 
ple to work, and it would probably destroy the world. 

History shows that depression, war and fascism go 
hand in hand. If we continue to follow capitalist lead¬ 
ership, world war is where we’re headed. And we’ll 
have fascism in the bargain, as the corporations seek 
to turn us against each other so we don’t turn on them. 

There is only one way out of this - we, the people, 
must organize ourselves to fight for a new society 
where we use the marvelous technology at our dispos¬ 
al to produce everything we need and guarantee that 
everyone has the necessities of life. It is a world worth 
fighting for.. 


American Axle Strike: Settlement Won’t Be Soon or Easy 

GM, American Axle’s biggest customer, appears to be Ho Hum about the strike that has idled some 42,000 GM employees and counting. Could this be be¬ 
cause they had a 3-5 month supply of trucks and SUVs when the strike began February 26th ?? But UAW Brothers and Sisters, along with other union mem¬ 
bers and community supporters, are not Ho Hum. We are outraged that a company who did post a profit in the last quarter, and who did get a two-tier wage 
system in their last contract now wants to cut in half the wages of the current workforce. 

Workers see this as the last straw after all that’s gone on with Delphi and the historic concessions negotiated in all of the Big Three contracts last fall. These 
talks beg the question: When is enough, enough???? 

Spontaneous support everywhere, especially from around the state of Michigan, is pouring in to the American Axle strikers. Gate collections, car pools, and 
caravans, are common. Community groups like Michigan Welfare Rights have weekly scheduled picket duty. The support for this strike is growing daily and 
American Axle is becoming the new poster child for corporate greed. Plans are now being made for thousands of workers and supporters to Demonstrate and 
Rally in Detroit on Friday April 18. 

People’s Tribune Michigan Desk 
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SPIRIT OF THE REVOLUTION 


This column is printed monthly and depends on articles, comments, 
and criticisms from readers. If you have something to contribute, 
feel free. Contact us: c/o Boxholder, P.O. Box 720821 • San Jose, 
California 95172 or by e-mail at spirit@lrna.org. 


‘RISING UP A COMMUNITY... ADOPT-A BLOCK 
BRINGS POSITIVE CHANGE’ 


By Lenette Evans 

We are ALL one paycheck 
away from being homeless. 
Politicians don't respond to 
the people...imagine living 
on the streets when you are 
hungry, haven't eaten in 
days, scared for your life 
with no place to go for shel¬ 
ter. It is frightening especial¬ 
ly at night. You end up 
sleeping under a bridge, in a 
dumpster, or in a doorway 
and don’t know if you are go¬ 
ing to get beaten up or shot. 

How can people praise 
God in the church and walk 
by a homeless person on the 
street? 

How we look at a home¬ 
less person makes a differ¬ 
ence. We need to look at a 
homeless person as a person 
— not as someone who is not 
worthy. Most people who are 
homeless without adequate 
health care live only to about 
50-55 years of age. Home¬ 
less people at one time had a 
home and a good job. We 
spend billions of dollars for a 


war but...we won't give a 
homeless person a hamburg¬ 
er to eat. 

Every person living on the 
street has a story to tell and 
others in society think it will 
never happen to them. You 
just never know and every¬ 
day in America someone is 
losing their job, forced to put 
their home up for sale, and 
their car gets repossessed. 

Homeless people get put 
on the back burner in society 
and need housing and public 
restrooms! In Benton Har¬ 
bor, Michigan 97% of the 
people live beyond poverty 
levels. We are in serious 
need of leaders and the com¬ 
munity to rise up and for a 
revival of the Holy Spirit to 
come alive. It’s not about 
how many people you can 
pack into a church, but how 
effectively you impact your 
community around you. 

So how do you change a 
city? The answer is for peo¬ 
ple to get involved...ADOPT 
A BLOCK!!! ADOPT A 
BLOCK works effectively in 


other cities and neighbor¬ 
hoods across America and it 
can work in Benton Harbor! 
Whether it’s taking food, 
cleaning the streets, planting 
flowers, or playing with kids 
we need to show God's un¬ 
conditional love to these 
families. 

I attend First Assembly Of 
God Church in St. Joseph, 
Michigan. We have a church 
ministry bus that goes 
through the neighborhoods 
in Benton Harbor on Sunday 
mornings and Wednesday 
nights to pick up adults and 
youth, and children that want 
to attend church and pro¬ 
grams we offer.... so if you 
see the church blue bus flag 
it down and hop on the bus 
or call myself or the church 
for pickup. 

People are hurting and 
want people to listen to their 
story and their heart. We 

need to show them that 

Christian love that someone 
truly cares. I was feeding the 
poor one day when this 

young girl who was a prosti¬ 


tute and cocaine addict came 
by. I walked over and gave 
her a big hug and told her I 
love her and Jesus loves her 
also as I handed her a plate 
of food...It put a smile on her 
face. 

Did Jesus turn his back on 
you or felt that he had a day 
off? NO! He worked 24 
hours a day and reached peo¬ 
ple, fed, and loved them and 
did whatever he could on a 
daily basis. So what is your 
plan on making a difference 
in the community? ACTION 
speaks louder then words... 
and there are a whole lot of 
dead Christians that need to 
stop being dead corpses in 
the church and to seriously 
RISE UP and make a godly 
difference in the community 
for JESUS! 


From the Editors 

As the article on this page 
points out, homelessness today 
can affect anyone. Government is 
abandoning the poor as Ameri¬ 
ca's cities are reorganized around 
the global economy and corporate 
profits. Homelessness today is an 
indictment of the capitalist sys¬ 
tem. In today's economic and po¬ 
litical conditions, it is incurable. It 
results from the elimination of 
jobs due to automation. These 
jobs are gone forever. What can 
we do? The power of society must 
be brought to bear to compel the 
government to house everyone in 
need. 



Help Us Continue Telling the Truth 

Those of us who seek fundamental social change are engaged in a battle to 
win the hearts and minds of the people. This can't be done without a revolu¬ 
tionary press. Every month, the People's Tribune strives to bring our readers 
the stories of those who are struggling to move forward in a world where 
corporate power is threatening to crush them. Along with those stories, we 
try to offer some strategic perspective to help put the struggle in context and 


point the way toward victory. We need your help to continue doing this. The 
People's Tribune gets no grants and has an all-volunteer staff. We rely com¬ 
pletely on subscriptions and donations from our readers to enable us to go 
on telling the truth. Please donate whatever you can. See the 
subscription/donation form at the bottom of this page. You can donate using 
Pay Pal on our web site, http://www.peoplestribune.org. 



We Need Your Photos! 

The People’s Tribune 
relies on readers to 
contribute photos. This 
paper has a lot more 
impact when the articles are ac¬ 
companied by photos of the events 
described and of people in struggle 
against the system. High-resolu¬ 
tion digital photos are best; e-mail 
them to info@peoplestribune.org. 
You can send hard copies of pho¬ 
tos to us at the P.O. box listed on 
page 2. 


SUBSCRIBE TO THE PEOPLE’S TRIBUNE! ORDER BUNDLES 


□ Please send me a one-year individual subscription 
[ $20 ] 

□ Please send me a one-year institutional subscription 
[$25] 

□ Please send me a bundle of_PTs 

[ at 25 cents per paper ] 

Enclosed is my donation of: 

□ $20 D$50 D$75 D$IOO DSOther_ 


Name: 


Address: 


City/State/Zip: 

Phone/Email: 


My check or money order made payable to “People's Tribune"is enclosed. 
Mail this coupon to: People's Tribune, P.O. Box 3524, Chicago, !L 60654-3524 


4 PEOPLE’S TRIBUNE I APRIL 2008 www.peoplestribune.org 





























VISION 

AND THE FIGHT FOR A HEW WORU) 

This column is a place for revolutionaries to debate why a coopera¬ 
tive society is a practical solution to the problems people are fight¬ 
ing out. Send email to: info@peopiestribune.org, or write: People's 
Tribune, P.O. Box3524, Chicago, !L 60654. 


Why This Recession is Different 


The People’s Tribune interviewed 
Nelson Peery of Chicago regarding the 
currently developing recession. Peery 
has written extensively on economics 
and social revolution. He is the author 
of Black Fire: The Making of an Amer¬ 
ican Revolutionary , and Black Radical: 
The Education of an American Revolu¬ 
tionary. 

People’s Tribune: What is the differ¬ 
ence between the previous recessions 
and today? 

Nelson Peery: The developing reces¬ 
sion is part of a process. It is not an iso¬ 
lated thing. The recessions of say the 
1980s or 1990s were part of the process 
of U.S. imperial expansion. But this 
thing is part of a process of change in 
the way social wealth is produced. 
Therefore this recession is different. It's 
part of a process that will lead to world¬ 
wide depression, not just recession. 
What we are seeing is not just overpro¬ 
duction, but a change in the way wealth 
is produced. In other words, we cannot 
eat up the excess production and go 
back to work. From now on, jobs will 
be filled by automated production. So 
the recession is part of that process of 
epochal economic change, not part of 
capitalist expansion. 

People's Tribune: Do you see the 
end of capitalism on the horizon? 

Peery: First, I want to define capital¬ 
ism. Most people think capitalism is a 
political thing. Capitalism is an eco¬ 
nomic system where the workers sell 
their ability to work for money and use 
that money to buy back some of that 
production. Today, automation is mak¬ 
ing huge inroads into that process and 
the ability of workers to sell their labor 
power is decreasing. Fewer people are 
needed to produce more and more 
goods. The functioning of the economy 
is what is changing capitalism. You 
can't circulate the goods. So, yes, the 


capitalist system is coming to an end. 
But what kind of society replaces it is 
up to what people think and do. 

People's Tribune: What kind of new 
society do you envision? 

Peery: There's a difference between 
dreams and vision. We can only do 
what is possible. Vision starts off by 
asking what is the real world? What are 
the means of production and what can 
they do? For example, at the end of the 
Civil War, there was the same means of 
agricultural production in the South as 
before the Civil War. Some had a vision 
of creating a South of yeomen farmers. 
It was possible to change the class rela¬ 
tions to where those same means of pro¬ 
duction could be the basis of 
democracy. But some had a vision of 
slave-like conditions without the legali¬ 
ty of slavery. People had to battle over 
vision. They established near slave-like 
conditions without slavery. The point is 
you have to make a vision out of what is 
possible given your conditions. Every¬ 
body has a vision. Today the means of 
production are changing. Vision in¬ 
volves choice. 

My vision is a world where we’ll see 
the end of “work” as we understand that 
term today. I often wonder who in the 
world passed a law that says work is an 
obligation of humanity? I do not believe 
that work is an obligation. Social con¬ 
tribution is an obligation. For example, 
under the conditions of a cooperative 
society, building a house can be great 
fun. Under this capitalist society it is 
absolute drudgery to build a house. We 
will need social contribution — not 
work. When we talk about work it is as¬ 
sociated with producing for someone 
else. We don't have to have that kind of 
society. 

Peery is available to speak through Speak¬ 
ers for a New America. Call 800-691-6888 
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Perhaps 

Perhaps when the stories are lost and the dream is a dry river and what 
makes the flesh sing is a long-gone prayer, we may find our true names; 

Perhaps when the earth’s rotation stops, when the moon has wilted, and the 
sun’s rays scorch down this squandered ground, we may uncover our inner 
eye; 

Perhaps when the poisons that once were our sustenance and the radiation 
that once gave us light, now foster our insatiable hungers and an abiding 
darkness, we may know what really feeds and guides us; 

Perhaps after we’ve created so many borders, so many walls, and conjured 
up even more laws to make even more lawless, we may realize it’s our¬ 
selves who’ve been made illegal, it’s our spirits we’ve alienized; 

Perhaps when parents lose their final grasps on their children, they will fi¬ 
nally grasp that their sole purpose is to bring loved, healthy, and under¬ 
stood children into this world—to re-seed and remake the universe, better 
and more holy each time; 

Perhaps when the wars in the names of countless Gods that look and act 
like those who evoke them finally end, we may realize that God is the un- 
namable, unobtrusive wind that caresses our cheeks, the rain that falls on 
us all, and the very air that enters our lungs, our blood and brains so we can 
name whatever God we want; 

Perhaps when all the textbooks and written histories and science papers 
cease, we’ll understand that nature, and our own natures, are the source of 
all knowledge, language and histories, and we’ll always be able to re-write 
them, re-imagine them, and re-weave them into the world; 

Perhaps when love has become the embers of what we hate, the residue of 
what we’ve destroyed, we’ll know that love is the stream that flows 
through each and every one of us, the water we thirst for in the deserts of 
our days, the ocean from which all our tears, full of salt and unmet desires, 
surge and flow. 

—Luis Rodriguez 


FREE copies of Speakers for a New America brochure: 
Book speakers now. 

Call 800-691-6888 

or email info@speakersforanewamerica 



Our Speakers 
Bring A Message of Hope 
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After the Homelessness Marathon, some questions 



By Jeremy Alderson, a.k.a. Nobody 
Director of the Homlessness Marathon 


Every year, when the Homelessness Marathon is over, we’re left with a raft of 
questions about all kinds of things, most of which, like equipment and transmis¬ 
sion issues, don't concern the 
public. But this year, I find 
myself asking something that 
ought to concern everybody: 

Why is it hard to turn out a 
crowd of homeless people for 
a political event? 

Let me hasten to mention 
that, thanks to our host orga¬ 
nizations, the Nashville 
Homeless Power Project and 
the Campus for Human De¬ 
velopment, we had a good 
crowd of homeless folks for 
our broadcast. One estimate 
put it at around three hundred, 
but my concern isn’t just 
about us. 

Though I never saw it per¬ 
sonally, I was told that there is 
a ministry in Nashville that 
regularly turns out thousands 
of people for outdoor feed¬ 
ings accompanied by a ser¬ 
mon. That's a number only rarely attained by any poor people's demonstration. 
And on any day of the week, you can see crowds of homeless people all over this 
country, lining up for meals or shelter beds, but not for rallies or marches. 

Surely homeless people are like everyone else in that their first priority is to get 
their needs met and only a fraction of them are overtly political, but the difficulty 
in mobilizing them goes beyond that. After all, the African-American community 


2008 Homelessness Marathon, Nashville, Tennesse. 


of Montgomery, Alabama conducted a suc¬ 
cessful, long-term bus boycott, and those peo¬ 
ple too were just normal folks with other 
things they could have been doing. And while 
we're on the topic, perhaps we should also ask 

how come lots of 
people can name 
more than one 
leader of the Civ¬ 
il Rights Move¬ 
ment in the 60s 
and practically 
no one who 
doesn't read the 
People's Tribune 
can name even a 
single leader of 
the anti-poverty 
movement to¬ 
day? 

I believe our 
movement is 
growing and will 
continue to grow, 
if for no other 
reason than that 
the numbers of 
poor are on the 
rise. And I be¬ 
lieve that someday we’ll surprise everyone, 
just like the bus boycott did. But for now, I 
think we have to ask ourselves what we can 
do better. That may not be one of the most fun 
parts of movement building, but it's certainly 
one of the most necessary. 
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Roaches Rule 

roaches 
running wildly 
everywhere 
endlessly 
grabbing up 
all of 
our debris 
soldiers each 
with determined 
condition 
designed 
with survival 
in mind 

mindless creatures 
not driven 
by greed 
or killing 
for sport 
or wasting 
the wonders 
on God's 
green earth 
they will 
be here 
long after 
we are 
gone 

Cathie Buckner, formerly home¬ 
less, a leader in the Nashville 
Homeless Power Project 


Time to hit the streets, says Fresno, Calif., leader 

Rev. Floyd Harris, of National Network in Action, gave the following speech at the African American March for Justice on March 1, 2008 



FOR JUSTICE 


MARCUS GRAVEY 
NAT TURNER 

MINISTER LUIS FARRAKHAN 


t W- 


1st ANNUAL 


r- AFRICAN AMERICAN MARCHING 


SOJOURNER TRUTH 
HARRIET TUBMAN 
FANNIE LOU HAMER 
LADY J. / LADY BOMBAY 
CONGRES WOMAN BARBARA LEE 
SISTER SOULJAH 


MUMIA ABU JAMAi ^ /R 
DR. MARTIN LUTHER 


JAMES 


The African American March for Justice in West Fresno, 
California, brought demands of homeless rights, end¬ 
ing the war, for police accountability, and an end to city 
officials calling African American youth terrorists. The 
photo on the poster is Pam, a homeless woman and 
lead plaintiff in the lawsuit against the City of Fresno 
who died under suspicious circumstances. The march 
illustrates the unity of the poor that is growing across 
America. The movement, when united with a vision of a 
New America, is unstoppable and key to victory. 

PHOTO/MIKE RHODES 


We're marching because there are some is¬ 
sues going on in Fresno that people need to 
know about. We are going to expose this city 
for misusing God’s people. We are not going to 
sit back and be treated like some kind of door¬ 
mat. We aren't concerned about eating dough¬ 
nuts and having coffee with politicians. We’re 
concerned about holding them accountable for 
what they say they're going to do. And if they 
don't do it — get them out of here. That's the 
power you have. It's time for you to stand. Dr. 
King gave his life for us. Our ancestors gave 
their lives for us. The Indians gave their lives 
for us. The question is what are we going to do 
about it? You can stand with me or on the side¬ 
lines. We are moving forward. We’re not going 
to sit here taking this silliness anymore. 

We are marching because people need hope 
in this community. The only Black school board 
in the Valley was taken over by the state of Cal¬ 
ifornia and the assault led by Democrats. But 
it’s time for us to stand. We got people from all 
over California here today. The City has given 
up on this community. But God has not given 
up. We are going to take back this community. 
We have pastors here that believe in the work of 
National Network In Action. 

This lady here, Pam Kincaid, got thrown off 


the balcony of the nursing home. She had the courage 
to stand up to file a lawsuit against the city of Fresno 
for violating her civil rights. I'm talking about a home¬ 
less person, a person living under the bridge. I'm talk¬ 
ing about a person who might not have a washing 
machine, who didn't have transportation every day, 
but who had the courage to stand up on the steps of 
City Council and tell the Mayor, “You are wrong for 
what you're doing. I'm going to stand and look you in 
the eye and tell you you're wrong.” 

We are getting ready to hit the streets. We have to 
march through this community. This community was 
called terrorists by our local government. Why are 
people not listed as terrorists that are not putting re¬ 
sources in our community, not giving a living wage, 
not providing jobs to our community, not giving af¬ 
fordable housing for our homeless community? Why 
are they not listed as terrorists? Something is wrong. I 
thank God for these sisters here [on the posters]. I told 
them I am going to do everything I can for the home¬ 
less community. It's time to line up. It’s time to go. 



Rev. Floyd Harris 

Photo/Mike Rhodes 
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‘What is to become of us?’ 

Public Housing Residents in Atlanta Confront Demolitions 


By John Slaughter 

On March 7, State Rep. “Able” Mable Thomas 
convened a Legislative Hearing on the Demolition of 
Public Housing in Atlanta. The Atlanta Housing Au¬ 
thority, AHA, is in the process of demolishing over 
3000 units, housing 9600 residents, the last remain¬ 
ing public housing in Atlanta. Four of the communi¬ 
ties have already been targeted, and for May of this 
year the AHA has applied to HUD to close down and 
relocate the residents of Bowen Homes, Hollywood 
Courts and Bankhead Courts. The residents of these 
communities came to the Hearing to state their case 
to stop the demolitions. 

They came to confront and deny two myths that 
are being asserted as reality. The first is that the Sec¬ 
tion 8 housing they are being promised will replace 
the housing they will be losing. The second is that 
poverty is being de-concentrated. It was pointed out 
that the Hope VI program that has been underway 
for several years now has actually been a tragedy for 
public housing residents. Atlanta has already lost 
more than 6000 units, and they have not been re¬ 
placed. 

In the context of a growing housing crisis where 
Atlanta has over 11,000 foreclosures presently and 
has one of the highest foreclosure rates in the coun¬ 
try, public housing residents are faced with losing 
their own homes. Most public housing residents pay 
much less than $600 per month for rent, and yet At¬ 
lanta has a deficit of available housing of over 
81,000 units for those who can pay no more than 
$600 per month. 

Anita Beaty of the Metro Atlanta Task Force for 
the Homeless says that for someone to afford to rent 
a two-bedroom apartment in Atlanta, they would 


have to have a job that pays at least $14.93 per hour, 
or what amounts to three jobs at minimum wage. 

Lindsay Jones, an attorney assisting the residents, 
pointed out that there are already 22,000 on a waiting 
list to get into public housing, and that list has been 


closed down for the past 5 years. And as for Section 
8 vouchers, he pointed out that the federal govern¬ 
ment is reducing the funding for another 100,000 
units, and there is already a long waiting list. And on 
top of all that, Section 8 landlords can opt out after 
only one year. 


So as 79-year-old Dollie Peterson, a resident of 
Bowen Homes, declared, “What is to become of us? 
What are we going to do? Where will we go?“ 

Even the promise of vouchers for housing where 
people can move to better, safer neighborhoods has 
been proven to be a lie. An examina¬ 
tion of where Section 8 housing is 
available shows that this housing is 
virtually all in poor sections of the 
city. In fact, they are clustered 
around areas where public housing 
already exists, where the poverty 
rate is at least 34 per cent. So rather 
than de-concentrating poverty, it is 
really re-enforcing concentrations 
of poverty. 

The real deal? Much of the pub¬ 
licly owned affordable housing that 
the Atlanta Housing Authority now 
intends to demolish is located in ar¬ 
eas which are now targeted for rede¬ 
velopment under what is called the 
Beltline initiative, where private de¬ 
velopers are to receive public land 
transfers and other public subsidies 
to finance and build privately owned 
new mixed-use housing. 

The fight to stop the demolitions 
and keep their homes is not over. 
Shirley Hightower, Bowen Homes 
Residents Association president, says “If you are 
low-income, we are all in the same boat, and color 
doesn’t matter. We have to come together to put an 
end to the demolitions, and to the forced relocation 
of our community residents. 66 



Public housing residents protest the destruction of their homes 
during the Global Day of Action in Atlanta. 
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Targeting the Homeless in Fresno 


By Mike Rhodes 

FRESNO, CA.—As we go to press, there are renewed attacks against home¬ 
less people in Fresno. Bulldozers rolled and homeless people once again had 
their property destroyed in downtown Fresno while the police protect the prop¬ 
erty owners. A homeless person was attacked by someone beating on his roof. 
Abandoning his shelter, he watched as people burned it into the ground. Asked if 
homeless people should be concerned about the increased police presence in 
their encampments, Mayor Alan Autry said that jail might be a good thing for 
homeless people. 

On March 25 the Fresno City Council voted to design an ordinance to prevent 
homeless people from holding signs asking for help on the median islands of city 
streets. There was concern about how this ordinance would affect “legitimate” 
groups. A Council member suggested that groups could apply for a permit to use 
the median. That way the city can harass the homeless while allowing the more 
“respectable" organizations to use the medians to collect money. There is already 
an ordinance that prohibits "aggressive" panhandling and an ordinance making it 
illegal for homeless people to push a shopping cart. These laws, we are assured, 
apply equally to the poor and rich alike.The ordinance was first introduced on 
"Kids Day," which is a fundraiser for Children's Hospital. On that day, there were 
hundreds of volunteers standing on street corners, on median islands, and even in 
the middle of the street. Council member Brian Calhoun is himself well known 
for setting up a table on City street corners and waving at passing drivers. 

Homeless people want to know how there can be millions of dollars coming 
into Fresno to address the homeless issue and none goes to help the homeless. 
All of the homeless policies from the city have one thing in common, they are all 
punitive. The struggle continues. For more information, visit 
http://www.fresnoalliance.com/home/homeless. 



Fresno City workers destroying a homeless encampment in 2007. At¬ 
tempts are now being made to deny the homeless the right to request 
money and to hold a sign while standing on median. 

PHOTO/MIKE RHODES 
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An Infantile Lack of Object Permanence 


By Paul Boden 

SAN FRANCISCO, Calif.—The 
current insatiable appetite to see 
homeless people disappear from our 
parks, streets, business districts and 
tourist areas requires us all to go back 
to one of the very first lessons we are 
taught as infants. 

Just because you can no longer see 
it, doesn’t mean it no longer exists. 
Think of this the next time you play 
peek-a-boo with a toddler. Now you 
see the homeless. Now you don’t. 
But either way, we’re still here. Peek- 
a-boo!! 

When city government talks about 
closing our parks at night and estab¬ 
lishing expanded camping and cook¬ 
ing restrictions, and when a certain 
columnist writes about the parks, we 
often hear the phrase, “This is not 
about homelessness. It’s about the 
parks.” While this phrase is a great 
tagline, it is also blatantly untrue. 
Park sweeps, police outreach teams 
and the busting up of encampments 
in China Basin and along the free¬ 
ways has EVERYTHING to do with 
homelessness! 

Our parks, our freeway underpass¬ 
es and our streets have been around a 
hell of a lot longer than the very re¬ 
cent advent of closing, fencing and 
privatizing them has. In fact, a direct 
correlation can be made between the 
massive increases in homelessness in 
the early 1980s and the park closures, 
police programs with both old and 
new vagrancy laws, and the fencing 
off of open space. 

Prior to the federal cuts to afford¬ 
able housing programs — from $83 
billion in 1978 to $18 billion in 1983 
- contemporary homelessness did not 
exist. Public parks were open for 
stargazing (and necking) and panhan¬ 
dling was around but not that big a 
deal. After the housing cuts, Disney 
moves into Times Square and Union 
Square, million dollar lofts are built 
in Skid Rows, the parks are all closed 


at night, and practically every store 
front has a “no trespassing” sign in 
its window. For homeless people, the 
end result is most everything other 
than walking and breathing can get 
you a ticket, which then lands you in 
jail. 


We need to rediscover what we 
learned when we were infants: peo¬ 
ple still exist even if we don’t see 
them. It’s called object permanence. 
Maybe if we remembered this lesson, 
we would choose to do something 
about the increasing number of fami¬ 
lies and individuals living without 
housing in the United States and be¬ 
gin to refund housing programs. 
Maybe we could find a unified com¬ 
munity voice for restoring the Gover¬ 
nor’s recent (in a long series of) 
mental health funding cuts instead of 
constantly reading about the potential 
dangers those scary crazy homeless 
people impose on the rest of us. 

When local government is allowed 
to play peek-a-boo with people’s 
lives, when it is given the authority to 
make people disappear, the result is 
inevitable. Incarceration. After all, 
removing people’s presence from so¬ 
ciety pretty much requires you put 


them somewhere. 

As the federal and state govern¬ 
ments abandoned all pretense of re¬ 
sponsibility for the health and 
housing needs of people who may be 
poor and/or disabled, local govern¬ 
ments increasingly turned to laws 
and policing pro¬ 
grams to mitigate 
the damage. 

In response, 
jails are overflow¬ 
ing and Municipal 
Courts have estab¬ 
lished “special 
courts” along so¬ 
cial as opposed to 
criminal lines. 
Drug courts, men¬ 
tal health courts 
and homeless or 
community courts 
are all, at their 
core, manifesta¬ 
tions of a criminal 
justice system 
overwhelmed by 
a society that at¬ 
tempts to rid itself of poor people 
rather than attempting to rid itself of 
poverty. 

Just as sweeping dirt under the rug 
doesn’t really clean the floor, sweep¬ 
ing disabled and homeless people 
from public view or into jail doesn’t 
really address homelessness. They 
are still disabled and homeless when 
they are released. It is ineffective as 
hell, but local governments keep try¬ 
ing and we keep letting them. 

It has been 25 years since the 
reemergence of massive homeless¬ 
ness in America. It is time we stop 
trying to recreate Jim Crow and start 
trying to recreate the New Deal. Af¬ 
ter all, the New Deal didn’t build 
prisons. It created jobs building Hos¬ 
pitals, Schools and Homes. 

Paul Boden is Executive Director of 
Western Regional Advocacy Project, a 
West Coast homelessness and housing 
advocacy group. For more information, 
visit www.wraphome.org. 


Can a New ‘New Deal’ 
Solve the Economic 
Crisis? 

In response to the Great Depression of 
the 1930s, President Franklin Roosevelt 
and the Congress enacted a series of pro¬ 
grams designed to create jobs at public 
expense and in other ways put money 
into the hands of the unemployed. These 
programs were collectively called the 
“New Deal” by Roosevelt’s administra¬ 
tion. Some today are calling for enacting 
a new series of New Deal-style govern¬ 
ment programs to help the poor and un¬ 
employed , as a response to the current 
economic crisis in our country. 

While we certainly favor public aid of 
all kinds for the poor and unemployed as 
a way of giving immediate relief to peo¬ 
ple, such programs won’t solve the under¬ 
lying problem. High technology and 
globalizion are wiping out jobs, lowering 
wages and making millions permanently 
unemployed. As the jobs vanish, the mar¬ 
ket economy - which is based on people 
having jobs - begins to fail. A new class 
of dispossessed is being created who are 
permanently unemployed or underem¬ 
ployed. It will not solve the ultimate 
problem to put money in the hands of 
workers who will never again have jobs. 
Once the money is spent, we’re right back 
where we started. 

As we point out in this issue’s cover 
story, during the Great Depression, it was¬ 
n’t Roosevelt’s New Deal programs that 
ended the Depression, but World War II, 
which put everybody back to work. But 
today, the military industries and modem 
warfare are so automated, even another 
world war won’t put many people to 
work, and it would probably destroy the 
earth. We need public aid to keep people 
going in the short term, but the only long¬ 
term solution is to replace the market 
economy with a new society that will 
guarantee the necessities of life to all. 

— People’s Tribune Editorial Board 



A person is silhouetted in their tent in Duncan 
Plaza across the street from New Orleans City 
Hall, Dec. 21,2007. The homeless park is being 
closed due to demolition of nearby buildings. 

AP PHOTO/BILL HABER 


100 homeless deaths 


People’s Tribune Interview with Deeq Abdi 

“I went to a Homeless Remembrance March and everyone had a sign of a homeless person who 
died. There were at least 100 deaths in the Minneapolis area this winter,” said Deeq Abdi, a local Or¬ 
ganizer for the Poor People’s Economic Human Rights Campaign. "It was 20-25 below with the 
wind-chill and there are not enough shelters. I see people in the middle of winter with little blankets 
sleeping under bridges,” said Deeq. “Some try to sleep at bus stops but police tell them to leave, that 
there’s no loitering around public property. A total of 10 shelters in Minneapolis is not nearly 
enough.” Deeq said many people have accepted homelessness as part of our society. He says we must 
demand that the US government realize that poverty can easily be taken care of by not spending bil¬ 
lions and billions on an unnecessary war. “There are people trying to fight for public housing and 
homeless rights but the people in power don’t care about it. It’s time for a new type of society." 



December, 2007 Homeless Memorial March and Ser¬ 
vice to honor and remember those who have died while 
homeless in Minnesota. 

PHOTO DONATED 
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Cook County, Illinois Public Health System 
May Get Three-Year Reprieve 


By Sheilah Garland-Olaniran 

CHICAGO, IL—Last year’s Cook County Budget 
crisis resulted in deep cuts to health services for unin¬ 
sured, underinsured and indigent patients who rely on 
the County health system for care. While the unions 
fought the cuts, the impact of clinic closures and ser¬ 
vices denied patients will never truly be known. 

Fast forward to the 2008 Cook County budget cri¬ 
sis: the president of the Cook County Board of Com¬ 
missioners, Todd Stroger, decided to pass the 2008 
budget prior to the end of the 2007 fiscal year. With¬ 
out showing an actual deficit, Mr. Stroger asked for a 
2% sales tax increase. Until the final days of the bud¬ 
get process, Mr. Stroger used his 2% sales tax increase 
to threaten and intimidate employees of the County 
health system. His threat was that if he did not get the 


Protesting Cook County Public Health cuts. 


support for the sales tax increase he was demanding; 
that thousands of workers would lose their jobs. In 
fact, in an effort to shore up this threat, he sent letters 
to the unions representing those workers notifying 
them of a pending layoff that could possibly include 
all of their members. 

While there is no question that additional revenues 
are needed to keep the remaining County health ser¬ 
vices and restore those that were cut last year, a 2% 
sales tax increase was not a popular resolution to the 
problem. Amid accusations of patronage, mismanage¬ 
ment and waste, to ask for a 2% sales tax increase was 
outrageous. The County’s long record of patronage 
prompted the unions representing the nearly 10,000 
Cook County employees to unite with local communi¬ 
ty groups to demand that the County create an inde¬ 
pendent temporary trusteeship that would oversee the 
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daily functions of the Cook County Health System. 

And, so, on Feb. 29, 2008, the County, in order to 
pass the budget, adopted an ordinance for the tempo¬ 
rary trusteeship, along with a sales tax increase of 
only 1%. While this temporary victory is due in large 
part to the fight waged by the unions, the current Fed¬ 
eral Budget delivers more cuts to Medicare, Medicaid, 
doctors and hospitals and will certainly have an im¬ 
pact on the Cook County Health System if there are 
no interventions from U.S. legislators. 

The 2008 Budget fight managed to avoid the priva¬ 
tization pitfall that Grady Public Hospital faces in 
Georgia, but there is tremendous pressure from many 
in Cook County to privatize profitable Cook County 
health services and close or sell those that are not. 

With the number of the uninsured growing, the 
tightly controlled delivery of care through denials for 
treatment and the growing grumblings of an econom¬ 
ic recession, Cook County’s public healthcare system 
is in for a stormy ride over these next three years even 
with a trusteeship. The growing demand for a Single 
Payer system is a struggle that working people can en¬ 
gage in as a means of solving the healthcare crisis 
hundreds of thousands in Cook County face along 
with millions across the country. There is no other 
way that people will be able to get the health care they 
need unless there is a fight waged for it. Indeed, the 
health insurance industry and the tremendous finan¬ 
cial consortiums that speculate on hospital and other 
health and drug-related industry market shares have 
far too much to lose. Working Americans will con¬ 
front these bastions of capital as the fight for a guar¬ 
anteed system for the delivery of healthcare is waged. 
Without this fight, millions more will join the ranks of 
the uninsured and thousands more will grapple with 
the financial fallout of rising premiums and costs for 
healthcare. We either make this fight now or continue 
to pay with our health and potentially our lives. 



The Veterans Administration: What they can do for you 


By RyK 

I am a veteran of the Vietnam war and without a job, with ongoing health con¬ 
cerns, I had no choice but to go to the Veterans Administration (VA) for help. They 
kept me waiting for six months before they even got me into their system, hoping 
I would go elsewhere. Then they practically forced me to take medication that gave 
me headaches and messed with my stomach and then after all their tests, they told 
me that there was nothing was wrong with me, when in fact I know that I have se¬ 
vere back problems. I believe that they do not want to do anything for me because 
it would cost them a lot of money that they need to keep troops in Iraq. 

If I had the money I would buy insurance and go back to my regular doctor, but 
now I have to bite the bullet and suffer through every day tasks and hope that I can 
deal with the pain. A pain that haunts me with every move I make, that holds me 
back and keeps me from doing anything worthwhile. To stay alive financially, I 
have had to go to college so that I can have some money coming in and being in a 
welding class only aggravates my condition. I feel so helpless and useless anymore 
that it’s hard to tell myself that I have got to keep going. I feel like I just want to lay 
down and say “You Win,” but I am not going to let them keep me down. I am go¬ 
ing to keep on fighting with every breath. They are not going to win. 

I could wait for this upcoming election and see what kind of medical plan each 
of the candidates has to offer, but I am not putting too much trust in them, because 
I think the winner will be hand picked to keep this capitalistic system going. We 
fought for our freedom, against the British, to start this country and now we have 


to fight for our freedom, against our own leadership, to end this capitalistic reign. 
Another option is to pay over $1000 a month for insurance, with the money grub¬ 
bing insurance corporations fighting you all the way, or I could go to Canada or an¬ 
other country and seek medical help. 

Thousands of GIs are coming home from the war and being forced to live in the 
streets and are being denied health care from the government. Thousands are dying 
of the depleted uranium that is being used in Iraq. Thousands are crying out for 
help and nothing is being done for them. It’s Vietnam all over again. 

Thousands are being forced out of their houses, so that the rich can have some¬ 
place to play. It’s not going to end in our lifetime if something isn’t done about 
this and I mean now. They are slowly killing us off, so that they can control the 
world. They can’t live off $40 million a year, they have got to have more. How 
would they like to try living off $15,000 a year? How would they like to be op¬ 
pressed and held down while we take over the country? They wouldn’t like it at all 
since they feel that they have the knowledge to swindle the American People out of 
all the money and they actually think they deserve it, but I say Greed has reared it’s 
ugly head. 

In retrospective, we, the middle and poor classes are being eliminated , so that 1 
or 2 percent of the country can build their portfolio. Is it because the richer they 
get, the snobbier they get, or is it because they are so much better than us and have 
the money to throw away to get what they want? If I remember correctly, God cre¬ 
ated every one the same. Then what gives them the right to think they are so much 
better? They are not better than us. 
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Militarization Central to West Texas Border Wall Fight 


By Eve Trook 

From El Paso to Boca Chica on the 
Gulf of Mexico, river communities 
have joined to fight 2008 construction 
of the border Wall. 

Boeing’s SBInet (Secure Border Ini¬ 
tiative) border Wall, successfully re¬ 
marketing military technology to 
Congress for domestic use, consists of 
eighteen hundred 90’ “virtual” towers, 
collecting audio and visual data for 10 
miles in every direction and controlling 
drone aircraft that collect additional 
data. Where the terrain presents diffi¬ 
culty for a virtual wall, the Department 
of Homeland Security (DHS) builds a 
14-18’ wall of steel mesh, concrete or 
cylindrical metal poles embedded in 
concrete. 

On January 23, 2008, far West Texas 
regional protestors joined the fight as 
the Wall came to our part of the river. 
Two hundred of us assembled for a 
press conference in Marfa, Texas, to 
raise questions about DHS’s Environ¬ 
mental Assessment of the Wall’s impact 
upon the river in and near Presidio, 
Texas. The coalition formed that day as¬ 
sumed environmental legislation could 
protect the river’s human and riparian 
communities from division by the Wall. 
That assumption was wrong. 

The Real ID Act, in Section 102, 
gives Michael Chertoff, as Secretary of 
Homeland Security, the right to waive 
any law, federal or state, that impedes 
completion of the Wall. Chertoff waives 
the laws DHS breaks. Federal courts 



A section of the border wall completed during 2007 in Arizona. A similar 
border wall is planned for parts of Texas. 
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have dismissed resulting Constitutional 
appeals. 

Community resistance to the Wall 
opposes militarization rather than the 
Wall alone. Many communities con¬ 
fronting loss of family and marketing 
relationships across the river are also 
subjected to increased monitoring by 
uniformed officials. In Terlingua, 
Texas, Martha Stafford and Juana Men¬ 
doza went to every household dis¬ 
cussing leaflets on immigrant and 
border rights in Spanish and English. 
Other towns are following Terlingua’s 
example. 

The primary result of militarization is 
perhaps most obvious when a school 
bus of elementary children from the riv¬ 
er towns goes through the border check¬ 
point 75 miles from the border. No Wall 


organizer and parent Adrienne Evans 
says children audibly gasp in fear when 
the uniformed DHS agent comes onto 
the bus. 

Redford activists Ruby and Enrique 
Madrid talk about militarization requir¬ 
ing creation of an enemy. They say 
DHS agents treat Redford, a centuries 
old crossing on the Rio Grande located 
16 miles downstream from Presidio, 
Texas, on the U.S. side of the river, as 
an enemy village. Residents are primar¬ 
ily Jumano Apache; they are being told 
to stay off their own levees and water 
ditches; DHS says they look like “the 
enemy” and may therefore be shielding 
enemies from recognition and appre¬ 
hension by DHS. 

One young Redford goatherder, Eze- 
quiel Hernandez, was killed by a Ma¬ 


rine using military rules of engagement 
with civilian border residents when fed¬ 
eral troops began occupation of the 
Texas borderlands in 1997. 

No Wall - Big Bend joins local and 
state resources to fight back. Big Bend 
Veterans for Peace and Nonviolent 
Peaceforce this spring initiated train¬ 
ings in non-violent communications to 
protect protestors from the concentrated 
presence of uniformed officers. Legal 
aid attorneys provide services to prop¬ 
erty owners facing loss of their lands to 
the Wall. The Sierra Club shares exper¬ 
tise. 

El Paso Catholic Bishop Armando 
Ochoa spoke against the Wall and its at¬ 
tendant militarization because it harms 
immigrants. Re Viva Collective from 
Alpine plans a Sul Ross University May 
Day Immigration Policies Conference 
with specific attention to militarization. 
The Southwest Workers Union from 
San Antonio examines militarization 
within a global framework in its series 
of No Wall Strategy Conferences. 

Despite a lack of consensus on immi¬ 
gration policy, No Wall is united against 
the belief that immigrants are an enemy 
to be turned back by a Wall or killed. 
Borderland residents reject militariza¬ 
tion of human lives, ours or immi¬ 
grants’. 


In Memory of Robert Mast 


“Ufe will miss Bob. He was a great comrade who 
loved the working class and understood the need to 
support the section of the working class that is raising 
Hell as a result of automation and the loss of their 
livelihood. ” 

- Marian Kramer 

“We have lost one of our most dedicated revolution¬ 
aries. However, he would not want us lingering on 
about him; instead, his wishes would be that we con¬ 
tinue the relentless fight against the capitalist class 
and the system of capitalism. ” 

- John Williams, Detroit 


Robert Mast died on March 10, 2008 of natural caus¬ 
es. He was bom August 22, 1928 in Kittaning, PA. He 
held a Ph.D. in Sociology, was a Veteran of the Kore¬ 


an War, and had wide teaching, research, and activist 
experience. He was active in the civil rights and anti¬ 
war movements. He conducted cross-national re¬ 
search and served as Associate Director of the 
Institute of Race Relations in London, England. His 
teaching posts included a visiting professorship at 
University of Hawaii and the chairmanships of the 
Sociology Departments at the University of Detroit 
and Augusta College in Georgia. Two books of oral 
history were born of work with his wife:”Detroit 
Lives” and ”Auto-biography of Protest in Hawaii”. 
Robert and Anne conducted 500 interviews in five ur¬ 
ban regions with activists involved in politics who 
had ’paid their dues' in labor, civil and human rights, 
and other movements. Their quest was to leam from 
the extensive anti-poverty stmggles of the last fifty 
years, their successes and mistakes in organizational 
culture and stmcture, in tactics and strategy and how 
to solicit their guidance for the next generation of ac¬ 
tivists. In the late 1990s, Robert served as State Sec¬ 


retary of the Labor Party of New Mexico and ran for 
public office there. He is survived by a brother, 
William and a daughter, Cynthia Mast and her hus¬ 
band, Michael Migrin. Donations can by sent by mail 
to: Michigan Welfare Rights Organization, 23 E. 
Adams, 4th floor, Detroit, MI 48226. 



This book, Detroit Lives , was compiled and edited 
by Robert Mast 
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Human trafficking and forced labor: 

Guest Workers organize in Mississippi and Louisiana 


By Robert Caldwell & Damien Ramos 

Shortly after Hurricane Katrina, hundreds of Indian 
welders and fitters were trafficked to the Gulf Coast. 
For a hefty fee of $20,000, the recruiters promised the 
workers good jobs, permanent residency, and a chance 
to bring their families to the U.S. Workers sold their 
homes, took high-interest loans, and plunged their 
families into debt to pay for the “American Dream.” 

When they arrived they discovered that the promis¬ 
es were false. In fact, there were no green cards, they 
would not receive permanent status, and they would 
remain separated from their families as there would be 
no provisions to bring them to the U.S. Surely this 
was better than the way they had lived in India they 
were told, but many of the workers had worked in sev¬ 
eral countries and the accommodations here were the 
worst of all. 

When these workers decided that they needed to or¬ 
ganize for more humane treatment and to demand that 
the company make good on the promises, the compa¬ 
ny responded by sending armed guards into the labor 
camps, pulling the organizers out of bed, holding them 
captive for six hours. The pressure of being deported 
back to India with a $20,000 debt waiting at home 
drove one of the organizers to attempt suicide. 

Indian Shipyard Workers on Strike! 

On May 9, 2007, 300 workers went on strike at Sig¬ 
nal International to demand the release of their orga¬ 
nizers. The company backed down, released them - 
and fired them. The company then ran an intimida¬ 
tion campaign, forcing the workers to quiet down and 
accept the conditions of labor trafficking. 

Indian Worker Congress continues to organize 
to fight international labor trafficking 

On March 5, 89 members of the Indian Worker 


Congress/Alliance of Guest workers for Dignity 
walked out of the labor camps and packed a 
Pascagoula meeting hall for over four hours. They met 
with other previously fired Signal shipyard workers 
and activists to discuss plans. Workers spoke Hindi, 
Tamil, and Malayalam, which was translated into 
English, Spanish and Portuguese. There was no need 
to translate the pain expressed as one of the workers 



Indian workers protest of human trafficking and 
abuse at the Signal plant in Pascagoula, MS. 

PHOTO/TED QUANT 


stopped mid sentence — holding back the tears — ex¬ 
plaining that the “American Dream” had cost far more 
than the $20,000 the recruiters charged. He couldn’t 
go back home: he had sold his house and he would be 
homeless. 

The next morning, workers marched to the compa¬ 
ny gate, singing, ”We shall overcome” in Hindi and 
chanting in Malyalam. At the perimeter fence, work¬ 
ers held a short rally and left their hard hats to call at- 


"Many of us have been pushed out of the 
company. Many of us are still in the man- 
camps. We are not getting legal status as 
promised. Signal can deport us at any time. 

But we will not stop organizing. We intend to 
defend our rights and the rights of future 
workers. We ask you to help us ." — 

Sabulal Vijayan, formal Signal worker 

tention to their continued abuses under the H2B visa 
program. 

The New Orleans Workers’ Center for Racial Jus¬ 
tice held a festive event, celebrating the workers’ new¬ 
found freedom. The event was attended by 200 
people, including Mexican strawberry pickers, Brazil¬ 
ian shipyard workers without work in Mississippi, 
Day Laborers and community organizers working in 
New Orleans and translated into five languages. 

In the aftermath of Hurricanes Katrina and Rita, 
people from around the world experienced a man¬ 
made flood of false promises, greed, racism, and ex¬ 
ploitation as contractors, business owners, and other 
opportunists sought to capitalize off some of the most 
economically disadvantaged, desperate and conse¬ 
quently most vulnerable citizens in the U.S., and 
abroad. Many workers found themselves in a much 
worse situation that they had been in than when they 
arrived. ’’Poverty wants much but avarice wants 
everything.” 

But when the storm pulled people around the world 
into a region with a long history of inhumane prac¬ 
tices and injustices, it offered an opportunity for new 
relationships to be built, histories to be shared, and 
new alliances to be formed within these diverse com¬ 
munities in a common fight for human and civil rights. 


Economic desperation in Oakland calls for a vision of hope 


By Cathleen Williams 

Not far from the shiny new office buildings and residential lofts that cluster around the city center of Oakland, Cal¬ 
ifornia - a result of real estate deals that benefited powerful insiders over the last decade - residents hunch over com¬ 
puters in East Oakland’s job centers looking for open positions, looking for work, any kind of work. 

The picture for unemployed residents is bleak. Increasingly, there are no new jobs - none of any kind. Teenagers 
looking for jobs at the minimum wage without benefits at fast food restaurants can’t get hired because these jobs are 
increasingly being filled by adults. 

A recent article in the New York Times revealed that in this city of 400,000 people - a richly diverse population 
(including 36% African American, 22% Latino, and 15% Asian American) - finding work has become a grim lottery. 
Oakland’s manufacturing base - food processing factories, auto plants, and warehouses - has disappeared, the jobs 
gone overseas or eliminated by automation. Since 2001, the metropolitan area has lost 22,000 manufacturing jobs, 
and thousands more in transportation and warehousing and professional and business services. 

With the jobs have gone the hope of decent wages and health benefits, placing an intolerable strain on Highland 
Hospital, the county’s aging, understaffed, public hospital, which has faced recent drastic cutbacks as the county bud¬ 
get shrinks. 

Economic desperation in Oakland, reflects the national trend, as even official figures (which don’t count those 
who have given up looking for work) show that the current recession will increase the numbers of unemployed across 
the country to almost six million in 2008. The official unemployment rate in the African American community is pro¬ 
jected to rise to over 15%, and every demographic group - women as well as men; Black and white; Latinos and 
Asian Americans; high school graduates and college graduates - faces new difficulties in finding work as companies 
convert to a “leaner and meaner” model, cutting back their workforces and requiring those who do have jobs to work 
longer hours. Millions of single parent households were forced into the job market by the elimination of welfare for 
poor families, yet “The labor market for low-income women is so poor that it’s almost a hoax,” says one source 
quoted by the New York Times. 

Individually, we can’t fight against the changes in this capitalist economy that render our working people obsolete. 
But we can, if we work together, bring our vision of a new America to the street comers and homes where our peo¬ 
ple face a rising tide of hardship. Get involved. Speak out. It’s up to us. 
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VOICES FROM BENTON HARBOR, Ml 


Mrs. Pinkney Speaks Out: 

“In March, our attorney submitted a motion to disqualify 
all Berrien County Judges. The motion is under considera¬ 
tion by the Chief Judge of the Berrien County Trial Courts, 
Judge Butzbaugh. Meanwhile, my husband continues to live 
under extremely difficult jail conditions pending his proba¬ 
tion violation hearing. His probation is revoked pending a 
hearing on whether his invocations of biblical prophecies 
that God will punish those who practice injustice (printed in 
the People’s Tribune) was a threat against Judge 
Butzbaugh. 

Last night, Berrien County Sheriff Bailey and TEN 
deputies/law enforcement employees raided my husband’s 
cell. They confiscated his notes criticizing the jail and the 
courts and his medications. We should question Sheriff Bai¬ 
ley running for re-election. Another incident occurred when 
my husband and another inmate were kidding around. One 
asked ’’Where is my brown bag?” (Every prisoner gets a 
brown bag nightly — chips, and a peanut butter and jelly 
sandwich.) Deputy Hooks locked everybody down for 
three days. She turned the television off for seven days (the 


TV is paid for by someone else and they don't get their 
money back) and gave my husband an extra three days of 
lock down. The concentration camp conditions in Berrien 
County Jail are out of control. Other inmates have observed 
that Rev. Pinkney is a target of harassment, and they support 
him and the truth and justice he stands for. We should start a 
campaign for the firing of Deputy Hooks. She’s untrained, 
unprofessional and lacks knowledge about her job. 

Whirlpool and the Courts don’t want Rev. Pinkney free 
because they consider him a threat to their plans to takeover 
Benton Harbor and turn it into a resort town for the rich. 
However, the movement in the community hasn’t died down 
like they wanted, despite that most of the ministers here are 
not supporting us. Most ministers are in Whirlpool’s hip 
pocket. Recently, a local church had a banquet with 
Whirlpool, Cornerstone Alliance, and some of the Gover¬ 
nor’s people. It showed how they all work together. Most of 
the Benton Harbor ministers were there. At the event, they 
were giving each other awards.They gave the CEO of 
Whirlpool a humanitarian award - of all people! It’s a slap in 
our face. But, that’s OK. We have the truth on our side!” 
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From left, Maureen Taylor of Detroit, 
Belinda Brown, and Dorothy Pinkney at 
a Justice Rally in Benton Harbor in 
March 2008 to free Rev. Pinkney 
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New Style of Policing in America 


From the Editors 


A new “military-corporate” paramilitary 
style of policing has been introduced in 
American society. As automation eliminates 
jobs permanently, workers find themselves 
homeless, denied access to health care, and 
education and other necessities. The state is 
responding by reorganizing itself as an un¬ 
restrained apparatus of force to control the 
poor who are considered potentially explo¬ 
sive and must be held in check. 

While most sharply and unjustly targeting 
minority communities, police state tactics 
are becoming common wherever the poor 
are found, particularly against homeless 
populations of all colors. As the jails and 
prisons become harsher hellholes of terror, 
and as indigent prisoners are routinely de¬ 
nied due process, conditions are in place for 
the sacrifice of democracy itself. 

These conditions are being instituted by 
and for the corporations. Corporate interests 
are taking precedence over the interests of 
society as a whole. Any social program that 
interferes with the making of maximum 
profit is being eliminated. The state is being 
reorganized to annul the social contract, sac¬ 
rifice democracy, and move toward a fascist 


solution. Fundamental human rights, denied 
first to those on the bottom, are being sacri¬ 
ficed for the whole of society to secure the 
economic and political interests of the capi¬ 
talist class of billionaires. For untold mil¬ 
lions, poverty is itself a prison. 

American society, founded upon the bat¬ 
tle cry for freedom, has gone full circle. A 
society that cannot house, clothe, feed, edu¬ 
cate or otherwise provide for the basic needs 
of its people can no longer call itself free. 
And when the response of government is to 
lock up those whom it has already locked 
out, the battle cry of freedom today can only 
be for a new society. 



Free Pinkney Rally, March 2008, St. Joseph, Ml. 


FREE PINKNEY!! 

HELP WITH HIS DEFENSE FUND! 

PLEASE CALL: 
1 - 269 - 925-0001 

Write or send donations to: Rev. 
Edward Pinkney Defense, 1940 
Union St., Benton Harbor, Ml 49022 



Corruption in Benton Harbor 

“We are serious about what’s going on here. We realize Benton Harbor 
is going to be a model for what happens when people stand up and fight 
injustice. We want to turn this community inside out and expose all the 
corruption. They are above the law here. We got one of the corrupt City 
Commissioners recalled but they kicked the recall out. They came up with 
some kind of law we never heard of. They don’t like us to get them up out 
of those seats. Nor do they like the poor, homeless people. Our own min¬ 
isters say ‘homeless people are ignorant and uneducated. They are the 
problem in our city.’ That’s how they feel about the human beings here. 
They want them all out of here. The court system is working in cahoots to 
take over the community. It’s all about money. God will expose them. 
They will not prevail.” — Belinda Brown 

inmate speaks out for Justice 
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“I am writing because of the racism 
and provoking of inmates at the Berrien 
County Jail. It is carried out on a daily 
basis by deputies to African Americans. 
Rev. Pinkney is provoked daily by 
deputies because he is speaking out on 
what is right and the changes that need 
to be made in the community and in jail. 
Given his situation, he still finds time to 
pray for inmates and to be there when 
one of us needs help or guidance. We 
need to come together as a community 
to better our system and to be treated 
fairly and equally, the way Americans 
are to be treated.” 

— Theron Perry, 
aged 19, Berrien County Jail 



















